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Dr. Zhang did his Ph.D. at the University of Massachusetts Medical School with Phillip Zamore and William 

Theurkauf, world leaders in small RNA biology. There he made key discoveries on the roles of small RNAs 

(piRNAs) as a genomic "immune system” that controls the activity of transposable genetic elements and promotes 

genome stability.  After his PhD, he directly became a Staff Associate, an independent junior PI position, at 

the Carnegie Institution for Science, Department of Embryology, Baltimore, Maryland. He is investigating the 

impact and regulation of transposons during oogenesis and intestinal development, aiming to uncover their 

influence on reproduction, development, and disease. His work has been published in Cell, Developmental Cell 

and Molecular Cell, among other journals. 
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